
October 10, 2024
Draft Plan Open House
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Open House Purpose

Information Sharing 
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Feedback Opportunity

• Planning process to date and next steps.

• Focus area goals and actions.

• Implementation frameworks. 

• Future land use map. 

• One of multiple opportunities to provide 
feedback during the planning process. 

• This open house is an opportunity to provide 
feedback on the plan’s actions and future land use 
map prior to the final draft and adoption process.



Meeting Agenda

6:30 – 6:40 p.m. Purpose & Planning Process

6:40 –  7:00 p.m. Draft Plan Components 

   Accessible Neighborhoods Goals & Actions

   Vibrant & Connected Communities Goals & Actions

   Adaptive & Resilient Environment Goals & Actions

7:00 –  7:05 p.m. Future Land Use 

7:05 – 7:15 p.m. Next Steps & Questions 
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Feedback 
Opportunity



PURPOSE & PROCESS
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Purpose 
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Considering changing 
trends and needs that 
have changed or been 
modified since 2010.

Incorporating the pulse 
of the community.

Focusing on 
implementation.

• Changes in how and where we work, resulting in changing commuting patterns 
and reducing demand for office space. 

• Household size is decreasing, the population is aging, and the Township’s 
households’ median incomes are increasing. 

• Climate change is occurring, felt through more frequent and severe weather 
events. 

UD Plan examines the priorities of the Township from 2010 and updates them by:

• New residents and changes in needs of long-time residents. 
• Learned about the priorities of residents through a community-wide survey 

and pop-up engagement events. 

• Implementable Comprehensive Plan Model supported by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED). 

• Focuses on top community priorities that practical and workable 
recommendations can address. 

• Planning elements are all interrelated. The three Focus Areas (the three top 
priorities) require actions from multiple planning elements to accomplish their 
goals. 

• Each action will be accompanied by a user-friendly implementation framework. 
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Process Materials
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PLAN COMPONENTS
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Components
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Plan Website & PDF 



UD Tomorrow
Vision “Upper Dublin 
Connections”
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What Upper Dublin Township wants to be in ten years. The 
vision provides direction for the plan’s goals and paints a picture of 
the future if all the goals are accomplished.

Upper Dublin Township is a diverse and sustainable community that blends preservation of the 
cherished character of our neighborhoods with an embrace for positive change that responds to 

existing and future community needs. Upper Dublin recognizes and respects that land use, the 
environment, and residents’ quality of life are interconnected. 

Connections are the forefront of planning initiatives; neighborhoods are well-connected 
physically with safe routes; the wider Upper Dublin community is connected through vibrant 

neighborhood and commercial spaces. The School District is an interconnected asset within the 
community, providing educational excellence and serving as a partner in the Township. Communities 

are engaged in environmental stewardship with the Township and wider region. 

Upper Dublin prioritizes actions that develop new connections between the Township, residents, 
community organizations, institutions, the business community, and more to champion a resilient 

and engaged community.



UD Tomorrow
Guiding Principles
Promoting community 
for all.
Upper Dublin will…

• Acknowledge the conditions that 
economically/socially marginalized 
populations in the Township face 
and prioritize actions that adjust 
imbalances between those in 
Upper Dublin. Imbalances may be 
in access to housing, education, 
amenities and services and a sense 
of safety.

• Work with communities, especially 
those that have been historically 
economically/socially marginalized, 
to understand their needs and 
engage these communities in 
decision making processes. 12

The value system that guides the plan and future actions. 
Principles that serve as the foundation for aligning decisions in 
Upper Dublin with shared community values and the future vision. 
The guiding principles apply to all focus areas and goals.  

Facilitating coordinated 
development.
Upper Dublin will…

• Encourage redevelopment over 
developing existing open space 
and focus on sustainable and 
smart growth. 

• Promote collaboration among 
residents to guide planning and 
development.

• Upgrade Township infrastructure 
to match needs of new 
developments.

• Make complementary land use 
decisions, such as using compact 
urban form to reduce carbon and 
protect open space.

Centering environmental 
sustainability and 
resilience.
Upper Dublin will…

• Advance initiatives that protect 
neighborhoods from the impacts 
of climate change and make the 
Township more resilient in the face 
of natural disasters.

• Prioritize environmental 
protection and preservation in 
new development and 
redevelopment.

• Collaborate with residents and 
regional partners to advance 
initiatives that make Upper Dublin 
more environmentally sustainable.



Accessible Neighborhoods 
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AN Goal 1: Create safe and accessible multi-
modal connections.  

AN Goal 2: Prioritize housing that meets the 
varying needs of all existing and future 
community members.  



AN Goal 1: Create safe and accessible multi-
modal connections. 
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Action AN 1.A
Improve safety conditions for all roadway 
users across the Township.

Action AN 1.B
Implement Community Connectivity goals 
& objectives from the Upper Dublin Open 
Space plan to fill gaps and resolve barriers 
in the pedestrian and bicycle network 
created by missing connections. 

Action AN 1.C
Provide streetscaping and beautification 
improvements along key neighborhood 
corridors. 

Action AN 1.D
Establish a community bike training and 
access program. 
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AN Goal 2: Prioritize housing that meets the 
varying needs of all existing and future 
community members. 
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Action AN 2.A
Adopt a zoning ordinance 
with form-based zoning 
principles. 

Action AN 2.B
Encourage residential 
development proposals that 
incorporate missing middle 
housing types and affordable 
options. 

Action AN 2.C
Connect residents to funding 
programs to support housing 
maintenance and repairs. 

Action AN 2.D
Maintain and protect existing 
Historic Resources. 

Action AN 2.E
Review and update 
permitting processes for 
residential renovations and 
repairs.

Action AN 2.F
Provide education on 
permitting processes. 



Feedback Opportunity

https://bit.ly/UDPlanOH2
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Vibrant & Connected Communities
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CC Goal 1: Cultivate neighborhood hubs.

CC Goal 2: Invest in community-serving 
commercial and mixed-use districts. 

CC Goal 3: Support and encourage local business.



CC Goal 1: Cultivate neighborhoods hubs. 
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Action CC 1.A
Permit small, low-impact, neighborhood-
serving retail uses in portions of 
residential districts along main corridors. 

Action CC 1.B
Develop a neighborhood placemaking 
grant to encourage and fund 
beautification, streetscaping, and 
community building in neighborhoods 
and around community amenities. 

Action CC 1.C
Invest in upgrades to North Hills 
Community Center and celebrate its 
historic and cultural significance.

Action CC 1.D
Implement the Upper Dublin Open Space 
Plan’s Open Space and Natural Resources 
Objective by prioritizing Properties of 
Interest for Township Parks and 
Recreation to expand access to parks. 



CC Goal 2: Invest in community-serving 
commercial and mixed-use districts. 
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Action CC 2.A
Develop focused and phased 
improvement plans for neighborhood 
shopping centers. 

Action CC 2.B
Incorporate transit-oriented development 
along Pennsylvania Avenue to create a 
corridor with services and amenities for 
residents and commuters. 

Action CC 2.C
Develop a phased implementation 
approach to creating a mixed-use, 
walkable Greater Fort Washington 
District. 

Action CC 2.D
Implement a Transportation Demand 
Management ordinance to help manage 
traffic impacts of new development.



CC Goal 3: Support and encourage local 
business.
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Action CC 3.A
Identify barriers to home-based 
businesses in the existing zoning 
ordinance. 

Action CC 3.B
Connect local businesses with existing 
Township institutions for recruitment and 
job training. 



Feedback Opportunity

https://bit.ly/UDPlanOH2
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Adaptive & Resilient Environment 
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RE Goal 1: Build environmental sustainability and 
resiliency.

RE Goal 2: Increase community-wide 
participation in environmental stewardship.



RE Goal 1: Build environmental sustainability 
and resiliency.
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Action RE 1.A
Continue investing in the Township tree 
canopy to reduce risk to extreme heat.

Action RE 1.B
Continue participation in the Wissahickon 
Clean Water Partnership and implement 
the Water Quality Improvement Plan.

Action RE 1.C
Conduct and implement a stormwater 
study and evaluate stormwater 
management improvements. 

Action RE 1.D
Adopt an Official Map to proactively plan 
for the preservation of parks, recreation, 
and open spaces, missing connections 
improvements, and stormwater 
management improvements.



RE Goal 1: Build environmental sustainability 
and resiliency. (continued)
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Action RE 1.E
Continue to review and update floodplain 
and stormwater management ordinances 
to reduce flood risk in the Township.

Action RE 1. F
Implement recommendations identified 
in the Renewable Energy Transition Plan 
for Upper Dublin Township Municipal 
Operations.

Action RE 1.G
Implement recommendations identified 
in the 2022 Montgomery County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.

Action RE 1.H
Pursue Gold Sustainable PA certification.



RE Goal 2: Increase community-wide 
participation in environmental stewardship.
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Action RE 2.A
Implement a Sustainable Property 
Program.

Action RE 2.B
Establish a “Green Points” Green Building 
Incentive Program for property owners.

Action RE 2.C
Provide incentives for developments that 
meet or exceed a specific LEED or Energy 
Star rating.

Action RE 2.D
Review Township ordinances to ensure 
they promote environmentally 
sustainable practices.

Action RE 2.E
Position the Township as a champion of environmental stewardship that guides residents 
and businesses in energy sources and usage.



Feedback Opportunity

https://bit.ly/UDPlanOH2
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FUTURE LAND USE
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Future Land Use
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• A reflection of the plan’s vision, goals, and actions. 
• Conceptual in nature. 
• NOT a regulatory document.
• NOT parcel specific. 

Density/
Intensity

Special 
District Place 

Types

Residential 
Place Types

Mixed-Use 
Place Types

Low

High

Open Space & 
Recreation

Residential 
Neighborhood

Township 
Center

Community 
Institution

Residential 
Transition

Commercial 
Corridor

Utilities & 
Public Works 

Facilities

Apartment & 
Townhouse 

Communities

Regional 
Activity 
CenterIndustrial



Future Land Use
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Feedback Opportunity

https://bit.ly/UDPlanOH2
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NEXT STEPS & QUESTIONS
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Next Steps
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Draft Plan Open House
October 10 

Planning Commission Public 
Meeting (& 

Recommendation to Board)
*Tentative – December 17

Board of Commissioners 
Public Hearing

*Tentative – March 11 

Final Draft Plan
October/November

45-Day Public Comment 
Period

Board of Commissioners 
Receives Final Draft & 

Opens Public Comment 
Period

*Tentative – January 21
School District

Public County

Surrounding 
Municipalities

Part of adoption process



QUESTIONS? 
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Follow the Upper Dublin Township 
website for updates on the adoption 

process.
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